
Ending Wrongful Convictions in 
Suffolk County







● The Harriet Tubman Project (HTP) is a legal class for incarcerated 
men. Founded by Rickey “Fuquan” McGee in 2021. The HTP is 100% run 
by the incarcerated men of MCI Norfolk and serves roughly 60-80 
incarcerated men twice a weekly  

● Inspired by the abolitionist activism of Harriet Ross Tubman

● Through the #KnowYourSmoke critique, HTP aids participants in 
understanding how structural racism functions in the criminal law 
system

● Crafts, advocates, and organizes around policies that will truly 
reverse the mass incarceration of Black & Brown communities

● Endorses the release of the wrongfully convicted, the many who are 
great candidates of parole, and those deserving of having their 
sentence reduced



WHAT Is The Reason For Today’s Meeting?

● We are seeking to launch a civil rights investigation into the 
years of misconduct within Suffolk County’s Law Enforcement that 

have led to countless wrongful convictions

● Collaborate with universities & organizations to bring awareness 
and more people power to this civil rights movement

● Understand the objectives & actionable measures we can take to 
get to our goal of bringing people home from prison



WHY Are We Demanding A Civil Rights 
Investigation?

● The Suffolk County DA office and BPD have a long history of violating 
the people’s 14th Amendment right for equal protection. The law is not 
being withheld, and we seek to fulfill the void by using our resources 
to hold those accountable.  

● The Supreme Justice Court has received numerous reports of police, 
detective, and prosecutorial misconduct. They’re fully aware!

● As of 2020, 136 names are listed on Suffolk County’s Brady List for 
misconduct

● While others focus on reform, the HTP focuses on REDRESS. We want to 
FREE and reduce the sentences of the number of wrongfully convicted

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FzZNmbWDfH_qjvQpACU3oS5PeEfHXW0uhTkNpHV3T1g/edit?usp=sharing


Overview of Some Wrongful Convictions 
Stats in Suffolk County

● Black & Brown people are EIGHT times more likely to go to jail 
in Massachusetts. While making up less than 20% of the MA 
residential population, we make up over 60% of the jail/prison 
population

● 44% of the official exonerations in Massachusetts since 1989 
have been in Suffolk County. Of those, 78% involved official 
misconduct 

● A corrupt network of detectives and prosecutors are known to 
withhold exculpatory evidence or deliberately fabricate/coerce 
evidence across many cases

● Since 2019, judges have thrown out murder and rape convictions 
against more than a dozen Black men in Suffolk County, almost 
all of whom had been sentenced to life in prison



WHO Are The Wrongfully Convicted?



WHO Are The Wrongfully Convicted?

The ACTUALLY INNOCENT

           @FreeFuquan

The FACTUALLY INNOCENT

           @WeAreJointVenture

The OVER SENTENCED





WHEN Did This Misconduct Begin To Take Place?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6IXQbXPO3I


WHERE Did This Misconduct Take Place?
Suffolk County, Massachusetts

STRUCTURAL 
RACISM

● Environmental
● Housing
● Food Insecurity
● Educational
● Economical
● & MORE!

CRIME

● Interpersonal 
Racism 
(Relationships)

● Internalized 
Racism 
(Culture)

Institutional 
Racism 

● Policing
● Prosecution
● Courts
● “Corrections”



HOW Do We Begin Seeking Justice?

● Form a coalition around this initiative 

● The coalition will submit a formal complaint to the Attorney 
General to investigate the misconduct

● Use the discovery to give defendants an opportunity to have 
their case re-examined 

● We need to FREE THE PEOPLE!

● Once we bring people home we pass the baton to other 
organizations that will assist with financial accountability and 
beyond

● Link arms with other counties, and eventually other states to 
create a nation-wide movement



● Elevate your platforms to educate & bring awareness to the 
patterns in practice & the key players involved

● Join the Wrongful Conviction coalition 

● Volunteer to expand the work and services of The Harriet Tubman 
Project 

HOW Do I Get Involved?



THANK YOU From The Other Side!
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Principal Founder of HTP & Lead Facilitator



Ray “Ray Ray” Colon
HTP Co-Facilitator



John P. “John Sun” Gomes
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Oasis “O” Pritchett
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O’Dair “Powerful” Fernandes
HTP & Tudo Djunto Participant



Keith “Sosa” Williams
HTP Participant



Severo “Pito” Figueroa
HTP Participant & Recruiter



Hector Arriaga
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Kevin “Seme” Seme
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Jonas Francisque
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Yisbert Lara
HTP Participant



@The.HarrietTubmanProject Harriet Tubman Project

VISIT: FreeFuquan.com/TheHarrietTubmanProject

@The__HTP

STAY CONNECTED


